Let’s Plant
There has been a lot of talk over the years about planter adjustments and maintenance in order to have a successful sunflower crop. Many growers have updated their planters and have seen improvements, ease of planting and stand establishments, as well as other important elements.  The majority of the crops require the same adjustments as sunflowers; however, one thing we must all remember is that all planters are specifically designed to plant corn and soybeans.  Sunflower growers need to think outside of the box when planning for a successful sunflower crop.  Seeds 2000 has developed a planter guide for planting new generation confection hybrids.  During our travels, we have had more questions and concerns regarding the planting of confection sunflowers than we have had for oil seeds.  In many cases when planting oil seed sunflowers, there only need to be adjustments made in vacuum / air, disc or finger selection.  From our experience, both oil and confection growers need to improve plant spacing and planting depth.  Prices for all sunflowers have increased dramatically; therefore, having even emergence and accurate spacing have become more important in order to obtain optimal returns per acre.  Below are steps to follow to help growers reach the highest return on their investment.
Growers need to keep in mind that the planters used today for planting sunflowers need to be modified in order to be successful.  It’s crucial to ensure accurate stands by starting with a firm seed bed.  Planting depth, in most cases, should be in moisture; however, planting too deep or too shallow can cause poor emergence.  Generally speaking, 1-1/2 to 2-1/2 inches is the optimal seeding depth.  Adjust accordingly for field and moisture conditions.  Planter speed is another important factor.  Most new style planters require a minimum speed so that the seed disc stays at an optimal RPM in order to ensure proper seed singulation.  Depending on the number of holes in the planter disc, increasing planter speed may help you plant more accurately.  Many times we have recommended plugging holes in the seed disc when planting confection sunflowers for low planting populations.  This in itself will increase disc RPM and may require a decrease in ground speed.  Seed spacing is very important in order to achieve optimal yields.  Not only do doubles and skips affect yield, they also affect seed size for the end user.
Maintenance and repairs become a critical component as well.  There are simple steps and things to look for when getting your planter ready for the year.  Take a good look at the tool bar and check for any cracks.  Also check the bushings on the row units and replace when needed.  Look at the drive system and check all chains, clutches and sprockets.  Be sure all drive components are moving freely and are well lubricated.  Check your seed disc or backing plate for any abrasions or blemishes.  Make sure that all brushes and double eliminators are in working order.  One of the most overlooked pieces on your planter is the seed tube.  Make sure that your seed tube is not cracked or frayed on the end and that the inside of your tube is clean and smooth.  Also check to make sure that you have the right size seed tube for planting sunflowers.  For questions on seed tube size and any other maintenance or adjustments, please refer to the planter guide at www.seeds2000.net.  
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